
Apprenticeships: January 2026
Based on provisional quarter 1 data, reported to date this year. Changes in reporting behaviour each year

mean direct comparisons between years should be made with caution, particularly in the early part of the year.

Quarter 1 (August to October) comparisons
(reported to date)

Apprenticeship Starts

Apprenticeship Participation

Apprenticeship Achievements

2023/24
130,830

1.3% 2024/25
132,560

7.7% 2025/26
142,780

2023/24
560,100

2.1% 2024/25
571,630

3.2% 2025/26
589,850

2023/24
37,400

1.1% 2024/25
37,820

22.0% 2025/26
46,140
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Intermediate starts are lowest in all years,
and have fallen slightly since 2022/23.

Advanced and higher starts have risen; higher by the most.
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25+ starts are highest, and have risen steeply 2024/25 to 2025/26.
Under 19 starts have risen and then fallen,
whilst 19−24 have risen slightly.
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Starts highest
in Business,

Administration and
Law in 2025/26

Starts rates
per 100,000
population are
lowest in the
London region
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Final reported

First reported

Apprenticeship quarterly starts, 2021/22 to 2025/26 (reported to date) are highest in Quarter 1

Starts (per cent) by learner characteristics

Male 52.3 Female 47.7 Learner with Learning Difficulties or
Disabilities (LLDD) − no 83.5

LLDD
− yes
16.5

Asian
 8.1

Black
 4.8

Mixed
 3.8

White 82.3 Other 1

Ethnic minorities (excl. white min.) 17.7

Latest Apprenticeship Service and transparency data
as at 09 Dec 2025

Commitments
2025/26
187,160

Approved transfers
2025/26

7,560

Active reservations
2025/26
61,160

Redundancies
2025/26

490

2025/26

2024/25

2023/24

2022/23

2021/22
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Apprenticeship vacancies vary a lot; they are very low in 2025/26.


